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Fall 2021 Course Information

Our class meets Tuesdays/Thursdays from 10:50a-12:05p
in EDUC 202E

Our final exam is on Thursday, Dec. 2, 10:45a-1:15p (you must be present during this final exam period)

Your instructor is Dr. Sara Kelm (she/her)
skelm@aum.edu

Dr. Kelm can meet in her office, temporarily Liberal Arts 332
and later Liberal Arts 328 (masks required!)
or via Zoom https://auburn.zoom.us/j/6729420919
during Student Hours
Tuesdays from 3:30-5:30p
Thursdays from 9:30-10:30a and 2-5p
or by appointment on Monday/Wednesday/Friday

All course policies, guidelines, and regulations are subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.

Course Description

Generally, when we define the word “literacy,” we mean learning to read or write. However, becoming literate
doesn’t stop when we learn to read a chapter book or write a sentence. We are constantly becoming more literate:
we learn to read harder material, write in different ways, and communicate with different audiences. We also
continue to gain different types of literacies: professional, personal, and extracurricular. This class will help you
learn how to write, read, and think better in college, but also discover the literacies you have and the ones you may
need for your major and future profession. At the end of the course, you will have a clearer understanding of who
you are as a writer and how you can further develop the literacies you need to be successful both in college and in
the professional world.

Now for the official course description: ENGL 1010 is a first-year writing course focused on introducing students to
the concepts and practices of rhetoric and composition. The course prepares students to compose texts in variety of
genres for various purposes, audiences, and contexts, including digital environments. The course emphasizes



analytical and critical skills: rhetorical analysis, critical thinking, argument, and reflection. Students use writing
processes to draft, peer review, revise, edit, and reflect on their work. The course assignments and projects prepare
students for varied writing contexts at the university and in their future professional career. Prerequisite: adequate
performance on departmental tests, ACT English score of 18, or passing ENGL 0103

This course, like all courses at AUM, has outcomes explaining what students should achieve in the course. The
outcomes listed here are the goals we will work toward. So, at the end of ENGL 1010, you should be able to
demonstrate:

Critical Thinking:
e Read and analyze texts in different genres, media, and modalities
e Form a sound argument using evidence and examples from non-scholarly sources
e Provide critical feedback on peers’ drafts
Writing Process:
e Develop a writing project through various invention strategies and in multiple drafts
e Practice writing as a process, including prewriting, revising, and editing
Revise a draft according to feedback
e C(ollaborate with peers to analyze and produce texts in a variety of genres and media
Rhetorical Knowledge:
e Write for a variety of rhetorical contexts and vary voice, tone, formality, genre, and medium accordingly
e Demonstrate comprehension of composing, reflection, genre, rhetorical situation, audience in writing
e Incorporate information from sources into writing
Knowledge of Conventions
Organize ideas rhetorically and logically
Use basic conventions of the Modern Language Association 8th edition
Apply appropriate design conventions to compose digital and print texts
Use appropriate linguistic structures, including grammar, punctuation, and spelling to meet the reader’s
expectations
Reflection and Transfer
o Reflect on how learning Composition concepts is shaping their own theory of writing
e Demonstrate understanding of composition key terms
e Articulate future applications of writing knowledge and practices

Our Classroom Community

It is important to me (and [ hope it is important to you) that every student in this class will be respected as an
individual with distinct experiences, talents, and backgrounds. You are invited to bring your entire identity into
this class, while recognizing that others will do the same—including me. It is non-negotiable that we all respect
each other. Students will be treated justly and respectfully regardless of race, religion, sexual orientation, gender
identification, disability, socioeconomic status, or national identity.

Be aware of the words you use and how you use them. Sometimes we will make mistakes, but what matters is how
we remedy those mistakes. Please know that racist, homophobic, classist, ableist, xenophobic, and/or other
discriminatory or disrespectful language (especially in regards to religion and culture) will not be tolerated.

Names and pronouns are deeply personal, and making assumptions about them can cause harm. In this class, we
will respectfully use whatever name and pronouns our colleagues, authors, and community members ask us to use.
If you would like us to refer to you in a particular way, please let me know.




You are human beings first, students second. I will do whatever I can to support you this semester, and we will
work together to create a classroom community based on ideas and mutual respect. If you find yourself struggling
at any point, please reach out to me, and [ will do what I can to help you find the resources you need to survive and
thrive through this semester.

Our Class and COVID

We are still in a pandemic, and we’ll also all need to work together to create a class and campus community that is safe,
brave, and challenging. Due to the low vaccination rates and recent surge in COVID cases in Alabama and the River
Region, AUM is requiring all individuals to properly wear face coverings inside campus buildings and on university
transportation. This means wearing a mask over your nose and mouth the entire time you are in our classroom, the
hallway/bathroom, and my office. If you do not have a mask, I will ask you to go get one.

We will have to be patient and flexible as the semester goes on. Assignments and classwork may change over the
course of the semester, but [ promise to communicate with you regularly as we adjust our class to adapt to the
environment we're learning within. Most importantly, please communicate with me as life happens, particularly if those
life happenings affect your ability to be present physically and/or emotionally with us in class. I will work with you
to create a plan so you can continue to be successful in the course. See the Attendance Policy and Late Work Policy
for more information.

Course Materials and Texts

e (Composing Ourselves & Our World (free online textbook)
o  Writer/Designer (9781319107789, link on Blackboard)
e Access to our Blackboard course site

e An AUM email account that you check DAILY

Consistent access to the internet is important; let me know if you lose access to a regular and stable internet
connection at any point throughout the semester.

Course Units and Projects

Your final course grade will be based on the following percentages:

Unit 1: Personal Literacies (Literacy Narrative) 15% due 9/10
Unit 2: College Literacies (Rhetorical Analysis/Evaluation) 15% due 10/8
Unit 3: Professional Literacies (Argument/Presentation) 20% due 11/11
Unit 4: Final ePortfolio 15% due 12/2
Reflections 15% see calendar
Process Work (Discussion Forums/Workshops/Etc.) 20% see calendar

Unit 1: Personal Literacies - Literacy Narrative (15%)
In this unit, you will write a narrative about a time you became literate in something meaningful that shaped your
identity—who you believe you are—and your future goals. The key term for this unit is reflection.



Unit 2: College Literacies - Rhetorical Analysis/Evaluation (15%)

In this unit, you will analyze an assignment or syllabus for another class, preferably one in your major. After
defining how it works rhetorically, you will evaluate its purpose and effectiveness. The key terms for this unit are
genre, rhetorical situation, and discourse community.

Unit 3: Professional Literacies - Argument/Presentation (20%)

In this unit, you will craft an argument about the kind of writing that is done in a professional career or particular
academic discipline. You will use sources and evidence to support your claims, including an interview. You will
present your findings to our class using a visual. The key terms for this unit are audience and purpose.

Unit 4: Final ePortfolio (15%)
In this final unit, you will create a portfolio in which you reflect on your work this semester and your growth both
as a writer and in your understanding of literacy.

Reflections (15%)
Throughout the semester, you will write reflections on the unit projects and how they relate to your idea of
yourself as a writer.

Process Work/Participation/Workshops (20%)
Process work includes reading assignments, discussion forums, group work, etc. Since writing is a process, this
work will help you prepare to create your major projects and reflections.

A note about participation: Simply being physically present during class sessions is not enough; you must
engage with the material and your classmates, which means you must be prepared to share your thoughts and
ideas. Phones and other distractions need to be put away so you can focus on our course. If you're struggling with
participating, let me know.

As this is a three credit course, you will likely be doing 6-8 hours of work outside of class. While we will do
plenty of work toward these projects in class, you will also do reading and writing outside of class, so make
sure you are referencing your course calendar for class assignments and due dates.

Evaluation and Grading

Grades: Simply fulfilling the minimum requirements
Your projects will be graded on the following scale: of the course warrants an average grade (i.e., C). You

will receive a higher than average grade if you: 1)

g_'_ 32 : 2138.09%;0 Excellent consistently demonstrate critical and creative

B 80-86.9% Good thinking in your projects; 2) show an understanding
C+ 77 -79.9% of feedback in your project’s revision; 3) create

C 70-76.9% Satisfactory projects that are rhetorically successful according to
D+ 67-69.9% the audience and assignment; and 4) demonstrate a
D 60-66.9% Unsatisfactory willingness to take risks by exploring new subjects,

F  59.9% or below Unacceptable/Incomplete genres, and techniques.

For each unit, you’ll complete multiple drafts and then turn in your project on Blackboard as a Word or PDF file. All
projects will be graded according to a rubric that you will receive in advance, and feedback and grades will be
uploaded into Blackboard.



Revision: You may choose to substantively revise one of the following: Unit 1 or Unit 2. Revising the project
doesn’t necessarily guarantee the grade will be improved. If you want to revise, you must email me with a detailed

revision plan and a request to meet. [ reserve the right to require revisions in cases where work is unsatisfactory.

[ am always happy to talk to you about a grade you earned on an assignment.
However, you must wait 24 hours before setting up an appointment to talk

or coming to talk to me during my student hours.

Attendance Policy

Being present in class is necessary to your success in this course. However, given we are still living through a
pandemic, that may not always be possible. Ultimately, | want to emphasize: please contact me if you are unable
to attend or having trouble attending class or getting work done. This might be because of a situation of your
own or one involving family members or friends whose health you are supporting. Let me know as soon as
possible, and in advance of deadlines, and we will figure out a solution together.

The AUM Composition Program policy is that students can miss up to four days of class, no questions asked. You
can miss additional days for official university events if you let me know in advance, or for a family emergency.
You are responsible for the material you miss because of an absence. More than four unexcused absences are
grounds for failing the course. Students whose absences are due to circumstances beyond their control should
contact me right away, particularly given the pandemic time we are living in. I am happy to work with you.

Late Work Policy

All work is due by the day and time noted on the course schedule. The assignment is not turned in until all
components are handed in. Discussion forums or other daily work (whether it's something we did in Zoom class or
in place of class) may be turned in after the work’s due date and before that unit’s project is due for half credit.
Projects turned in during the 24 hours after the project’s due date will receive (at most) 90%. Each da
after that, they will lose 5% each day. In extenuating circumstances or in the case of excused absences, the
student should make arrangements with me as soon as those circumstances are known. Arrangements must be
made in advance of the due date, save in the case of an emergency.

EGS (Everything’'s Gone to S**t) Token: This is a one-time use, no-questions-asked token that gives you an extra
day on a project, allows you to turn in something that you missed, or erases an unexcused absence. This policy is
not for use if you're ill or if a life situation changes, unless you don’t tell me before a deadline. This policy is for
those mental lapses or moments of poor decision making that happen sometimes that cause you to miss something.
[t cannot be used on the final portfolio, nor can it provide you with classmate feedback. If you want to use your EGS
token, send me an email and let me know what you’d like to use it on. Use it wisely!

AUM Resources for Academic Success

[ want you to have everything you need to be successful in this course and your other courses. Here are some
resources available to help you be successful.



Disability Accommodations: If you need disability accommodations, please reach out to the wonderful staff of
Center for Disability Services, which is located at Taylor 147. cds@aum.edu (334)244-3631 If you have a memo
from CDS, we can discuss it once I receive the email. However, if you find yourself struggling in this course because of
a disability (recognized by the university or especially one not recognized by the university), please reach out to me.

Free Academic Support: All students have the opportunity to receive free academic support at AUM. Visit the
Learning Center (LC) in the WASC on second floor Library or the Instructional Support Lab (ISL) in 203 Goodwyn
Hall. The LC/ISL offers writing consulting as well as tutoring in almost every class through graduate school. The LC
may be reached at 244-3470 (call or walk-in for a session), and the ISL may be reached at 244-3265. ISL tutoring is
first-come-first served. Current operating hours can be found at https://www.aum.edu/academics/academic-
support/warhawk-academic-success-center/learning-center-isl

Technology Assistance: Students may seek technology assistance from the ITS Help Desk located in the computer lab
on the first floor of the Taylor Center. You may also call 334-244-3500 or email helpdesk@aum.edu.

Other AUM Resources

e COVID-19 Information - Students can receive a same-day COVID test for $5 at Health Services
e Warhawk Health Services (334-244-3281) - students can be seen for a $5 co-pay

e Counseling and Health Promotion Services (334-244-3469, counselingcenter@aum.edu)

e AUM Food Pantry (Taylor Center 316E, between Counseling and Career Services)

e AUM Library (344-244-3649, online chat available on website)
e Veterans and Military Information Center (334-244-3799, vmic@aum.edu)

Academic Honesty

All work submitted to this class must be your own and must be written exclusively for this class. Any use of
quotations, paraphrases, or ideas from outside sources, including Internet sources, must be properly documented
(in this case an “outside source” means anything other than your own unique creation).

You may not recycle or reuse writing that you wrote for another class, including any other English course at AUM,
another university, or high school. While re-using one’s own text is not improperly using outside sources, it is
academic dishonesty because it does not require new work specifically for this class, and it is subject to the
penalties described below.

In cases where plagiarism or other academic dishonesty is clearly established, the penalty will be as follows:

For first-time plagiarism incident in this class:

e [f plagiarism occurs in an assignment first draft, the student will receive a grade of “F” on the assignment and
will be expected to remedy that problem in the final draft of the assignment.

e [f plagiarism occurs in an assignment final draft, the student will receive a grade of “F” on the assignment. You
will have an opportunity to revise the assignment and remedy that problem after meeting and discussing it
with the instructor.

For second-time plagiarism incident in this class:
If a student plagiarizes a second time in the same class, they will receive a grade of “F” in the course regardless of
the assignment (first or final draft). There won’t be an opportunity for revision of the assignment.




Students who have plagiarized will also be reported to the AUM’s Office of the Provost.

If you have any questions about the policies or procedures regarding academic dishonesty, please ask me, the
Director of the Composition Program, or refer to pp. 65 in the Student Handbook:
http://online.fliphtml5.com/qgze/lmpu/#p-1 Also, see the following link for more information:
https://libguides.aum.edu/academic honesty

General University Policies

Attendance Reporting Policy: An attendance verification policy is in place for students accepting federal grants and
loans. Absences from class may affect a student’s eligibility for these funds. For regularly scheduled classes, attendance is
monitored for the first three class meetings; for classes that meet on weekends, or once per week, attendance is monitored
for the first two class meetings; for classes that meet for "half-term", attendance is monitored for the first two class
meetings. Students who have not attended/participated in any session by the report date are reported as no shows and their
financial aid may be reduced or cancelled as a result.

Withdrawal: A student who wishes to withdraw from the course or has missed too many classes must complete the
standard process for dropping a class by the withdrawal date for the term (Full term courses: Sunday October 31, 2021;
first half-term courses: Sunday September 26, 2021; second half-term courses: Sunday November 14, 2021).

Curtiss Course Critiques: AUM is committed to effective teaching. Students assist in maintaining and enhancing this
effectiveness by completing teaching evaluations in a thoughtful and honest manner. We ask that you take time to respond
to all questions and write comments. I can use your feedback to know what is working in the course and what is not
working and improve the learning experience. The instructor will not be given students comments nor informed of the
aggregate results of evaluations until after final grades have been submitted. All individual student responses will be
confidential. The evaluations will be available on the following schedule:

Full Term Courses: Opens — November 10, 2021; Closes — December 2, 2021

First Half-Term Courses: Opens — September 20, 2021; Closes — October 3, 2021

Second Half-Term Courses: Opens — November 8, 2021; Closes — November 28, 2021
https://www.aum.edu/curtiss-course-critiques/ (See course specific details elsewhere in the syllabus.)

We will do Curtiss Critiques in class during the final week of the semester.

Key Dates for Full Term Fall Classes

Last Day to Add Classes Sunday, Aug. 22, 2021

Last Day for 100% Refund Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2021

Labor Day Holiday Monday and Tuesday, Sept. 6-7, 2021
Last Day for 50% Refund Sunday, Sept. 12, 2021

Mid-Semester Grades Due Sunday, Oct. 10, 2021

Last Day to Drop Sunday, Oct. 31, 2021

Thanksgiving Holiday November 20 — 28, 2021

Classes End Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021



How to Read this Schedule:

ENGL 1010 Course Schedule

Fall 2021

All readings are on our Blackboard course site in a link or PDF. If you are unable to access online articles via the
Blackboard link, you are expected to search for and find the text using your internet skills. Email me only as a last

resort.

The work listed in the PREPARATION column should be completed BEFORE classtime on that day. Work listed
in the IN-CLASS WORK column is either due during or after our class session (usually at 11:59p). Due dates are
noted in YELLOW; reading is noted in GREEN. Most major projects/drafts are due on Fridays at 11:59p.

All writing and projects will be submitted to Blackboard in a Word or PDF format. Work should not be emailed
to me unless you have discussed your situation with me.
Check Blackboard & your AUM email as assignments are subject to change.

PREPARATION WORK IN-CLASS WORK
Ll S Date TOPIC (due before class) (due during or after class)
Tuesday | Introduction Introductions, syllabus activity; start
8/17 to Course introduction letter; access survey
Thursday | Introduction | Post Introduction Letter to Blackboard
1 8/19 to Each assignment box
Other
Sunday, Last Day to Add Classes
8/22
Tuesday | Unit 1: Read Stedman, “What are New Literacies?” Go over Project 1 and rubric; invention
8/24 Literacy activity; pre-writing
Narrative Post to Week 2 Literacies discussion forum on
Blackboard
Last day for 100% Refund
2
Thursday | Unit 1: Read Reid, “Ten Ways to Think about Writing,” Discuss narrative structure, details
8/26 Literacy sections 1-3,7
Narrative Sample literacy narrative
Respond to two classmates’ Week 2 discussion
forum posts on Blackboard
Tuesday | Unit 1: Read Ramsdell, “Storytelling, Narration” Introductions/conclusions
8/31 Literacy
Narrative Post to Week 3 Storytelling discussion forum
Thursday | Unit 1: Read Bunn, “How to Read like a Writer” Talk about writing workshops and the
3 9/2 Literacy process, author’s notes, answer questions
Narrative Review sample essay about Project 1
Respond to two classmates’ Week 2 discussion | In-class work: Post practice feedback to
forum posts on Blackboard Week 3 Workshop Practice discussion
forum by 11:59 PM
Friday Unit 1: . ; . q g
. Post Project 1 draft and author’s note to Project 1 Workshop discussion forum
9/3 Literacy
. by 11:59p
Narrative




Tuesday NO CLASS
9/7
Thursday | Unit 1: Read Revising Strategies handout (PDF) Peer workshop
9/9 Literacy
Narrative In-class work: Post peer workshop
feedback as a response to classmates’
discussion forum threads by 11:59p
Friday Unit 1:
9/10 Literacy Project 1 DUE to Blackboard assignment box by 11:59p
Narrative
Tuesday | Unit 1: _ Discuss Unit 1 reflection assignment,
9/14 Literacy goals, concept map/invention exercise
Narrative Post to Week 5 discussion forum
Thursday | Unit 1: _ Go over Project 2, explore academic
9/16 Literacy writing, define multimodality
Narrative Respond to two classmates’ Week 2 discussion
forum posts on Blackboard
Friday Unit 1:
9/17 Literacy Unit 1 Reflection DUE to Blackboard assignment box by 11:59p
Narrative
Tuesday | Unit 2: Post completed Unit 2 proposal to Week 6 NO IN-PERSON CLASS TODAY
9/21 Analysis Conference assignment box
Come to your scheduled conference
prepared to talk over your Unit 2 proposal
Thursday | Unit 2: NO IN-PERSON CLASSTODAY |
9/23 Analysis
Come to your scheduled conference
prepared to talk over your Unit 2 proposal
Tuesday | Unit 2: Discuss annotation, rhetorical situation,
9/28 Analysis rhetorical appeals
Thursday | Unit 2: _ Consider genre, design, purpose
9/30 Analysis
Friday Unit 2: Post Project 2 draft and author’s note to Project 2 Workshop discussion forum
10/1 Analysis by 11:59p
Tuesday | Unit 2: Peer workshop
10/5 Analysis
In-class work: Post peer workshop
feedback as a response to classmates’
discussion forum threads by 11:59p
Thursday | Unit 2: Revision, introducation and conclusion
10/7 Analysis
In-class work: Complete midterm
evaluation (Google form link on
Blackboard) by 11:59 PM
Friday Unit 2: - - c .
10/8 Analysis Unit 2 Project DUE to Blackboard assignment box by 11:59p




Sunday

Midterm Grades Dues

10/10
Tuesday | Unit 3: Discuss unit 2 reflection, go over Project 3
10/12 Argument and rubric, talk about argument and
presentation
Thursday | Unit 3: Discuss thesis statements, evidence,
9 10/14 Argument audience
Friday Unit 2:
10/15 Academic Unit 2 Reflection DUE to Blackboard assignment box by 11:59p
Inquiry
Tuesday | Unit 3: Upload your Unit 3 proposal to the Week 10 Consider different types of assets/sources,
10/19 Argument Project 3 Proposal assignment box talk about primary sources (interviews)
10
Thursday | Unit 3: Discuss finding and evaluating secondary
10/21 Argument sources
Tuesday | Unit 3: Outline, organization,
10/26 Argument introductions/conclusions
Post to Week 11 discussion forum
11 Thursday | Unit 3: _ Citation in presentations
10/28 Argument
Respond to two classmates’ Week 11 discussion
forum posts on Blackboard
Sunday, Last Day to Drop Classes
10/31
Tuesday | Unit 3: _ Discuss types of visuals, best practices
11/2 Argument (presentation sign-up)
Post to Week 12 discussion forum
Thursday | Unit 3: Professional presenting, look at examples
11/4 Argument
12
Respond to two classmates’ Week 12 discussion
forum posts on Blackboard
Friday, Unit 3: . . . . ; z
11/5 Areument Post Project 3 draft (script/outline and visual) and author’s note to Project 3
J Workshop discussion forum by 11:59p
Tuesday | Unit 3: Peer workshop, unit 3 reflection
11/9 Argument
13 In-class work: Post peer workshop

feedback as a response to classmates’
discussion forum threads by 11:59p




Thursday | Unit 3: Project 3 DUE to Blackboard assignment box | PRESENTATIONS
11/11 Argument by classtime
In-class work: Hand in your
presentation evaluations before end of
class
Tuesday | Unit 3: PRESENTATIONS
11/16 Argument
In-class work: Hand in your
presentation evaluations before end of
class
Thursday | Unit 4: Final | Read Reid, “Ten Ways to Think about Writing,” | Reflection for Unit 3, final portfolio
11/18 ePortfolio sections 10 Discuss technology/reflection related to
14 Composing Ourselves and Our World, the ePortfolio
“ePortfolio”
Friday, Unit 3: Unit 3 Reflection DUE to Blackboard assignment box by 11:59p
11/19 Argument
OPTIONAL REVISIONS due to Blackboard by 11:59pm
15 Monday, 11/22 - Thanksgiving Break
Friday, 11/26
Tuesday | Unit4: Final | Read “Building a Blackboard Portfolio” Discuss ePortfolio, checklist, finals, time
16 11/30 ePortfolio management; complete Curtiss Critiques
Post to Week 16 Self-Care discussion forum
Tuesday | FINAL Post Project 4 cover letter and author’s note to Cover letter peer workshop, portfolio
12/2, Project 4 Workshop discussion forum by revision
10:45a- classtime
FINAL | 1 1OP

Unit 4 Portfolio due by 11:59 PM




