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 “Frequently Asked Questions.” Housing Residence Life, 2019, rlh.tcu.edu/frequently-asked-
 questions/. 
 
With a housing and residence life article in the student affairs section of the Texas Christian 

University web page they are able to easily reach their audience of TCU incoming and current 

students. The author’s central argument of this page is to provide their audience with an area 

where they can not only ask questions about the housing life on campus but also a place where 

students can find frequently asked questions by other undergraduate students. There is a variety 

of questions covering a basis of all information whether that be how long you are required to live 

on campus, living at home, or even having a disability that requires a special housing 

accommodation, etc. This article was extremely useful to me throughout my video because I was 

able to compare TCU’s Housing and Residence Life page to other universities and come to a 

conclusion that TCU does not have a video that demonstrates why living on campus is more 

beneficial. This led me to my idea of a video as a genre for my argument on why living on 

campus is more beneficial than commuting due to the lack of one previously. Finally, this source 

was useful because it provided me with the knowledge necessary that students are permitted to 

live at home with their legal guardian within 30 miles from campus which then led me to select 

Alison as my first interviewee due to her proximity to the school and still selecting to live on 

TCU’s campus.  
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Word Count 249 

Graham, Polly A., et al. “The Benefits of Living on Campus: Do Residence Halls Provide

 Distinctive Environments of Engagement?” Journal of Student Affairs Research and 

  Practice, vol. 55, no. 3, 2018, pp. 255–269., Accessed 2 March 2019.  

Polly Graham’s journal article about The Benefits of Living on Campus: Do Residence Halls 

Provide Distinctive Environments of Engagement, is directed more specifically to Housing Life 

Employees, Student Affairs Coordinators, and College Housing Researchers, due to the fact that 

it is a journal that conducted experiments. I narrowed it down to this audience because I felt that 

very few undergraduate students would read this as a source when questioning their decision of 

living on campus versus off campus. Polly Graham’s central argument believes that 

opportunities for learning outside of the classroom are abundant and are shaped by the 

environment and programs provided to those living in on campus residences. Polly Graham is 

able to provide me with specific statistics that I am able to use when supporting my evidence 

within my video. For example, the study provided me with the results that showed living on 

campus had statistically significant and positive effect on all seven dependent variables, 

especially when compared to living farther than walking distance from campus. Finally, this 

journal also led me to believe my overall position due to the positive effects for measures of 

engagement (i.e., collaborative learning, discussions with diverse others, and student-faculty 

interactions) particularly when comparing on-campus students to those living farther than 

walking distance. I was able to build off of this evidence to convey the importance for students to 

develop a sense of community in order to cope with their new surroundings and succeed in their 

education. 

Word Count 247 
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Kidd, Cheyenne. Personal Interview. 16 Apr. 2019.  

Cheyenne Kidd is my second interviewee who provides the experience of a senior who lived on 

campus all four years of undergraduate at Texas Christian University. Cheyenne is directing her 

interview at future or undergraduate students who are having trouble deciding whether to live on 

campus or off campus any of their years at TCU. What makes Cheyenne different from Alison is 

because she is a senior, she is relatable to all upper classman deciding whether to stay their 

remaining two years or move off campus. Cheyenne is able to support Loyola University’s 

article by reflecting back on her college experience to express how living on campus has 

positively affected her school life as well as her plans for after college. Many incoming freshmen 

fear the difficulty in college and Cheyenne is here to support that students who live on campus 

are more satisfied with their college experience and more likely to graduate than their commuter 

counterparts. This interview is extremely useful to me because Cheyenne experiences walking 

home 12am-3am every week from her on campus job as a desk assistant. She is able to express 

how valued safety and security are on our campus with the assistance and support from the 

University Police, Residential Life Staff, and an on call mental health counsellor who is available 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Due to the extreme measures TCU will take to keep this campus 

safe Cheyenne is able to express her comfort with walking home from work. 

Word Count 250  
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“Loyola University New Orleans.” Why Live On Campus? | Office of Student Affairs | Loyola 

  University New Orleans, 2019,  http://studentaffairs.loyno.edu/residential-life/why-live-

 campus.    

Deciding whether to live on campus or off campus for your undergraduate years is a very 

influential part of your college experience. Loyola University of New Orleans wants to influence 

their audience, current students or future students of Loyola University, to live on campus. They 

do this by stating that on-campus living promotes the ideals of a healthy education as a whole. 

The article is split up into different subtopics which is a strength because the audience is able to 

further focus in on one of their concerns with living on campus. The subtopics include: live in 

community, live focused, live conveniently, live safe, etc. With a vast variety of subtopics there 

is a reasoning that can benefit any of the future or current undergraduate students. This resource 

is very beneficial to me because it is what sparked my interest when deciding to focus on the 

safety aspect of on campus living. I did not previously think to talk about safety as benefit until 

reading the subtopic of safety and security being seen as a priority on their campus. This 

resource also allowed me to realize our campus’s relationships with the University Police, 

Residential Life Staff, and on call mental health counselors. In addition, this resource played a 

great counterargument against the financial benefit of living off campus articles. Loyola 

University was able to provide me with the evidence that when considering all costs (rent, food, 

etc.) living on campus can be cheaper and is included in one convenient bill.  

Word Count 250  
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McGee, Steven G. Texas Christian University Police Department Annual Security and Fire 

  Safety Report 2014. 2014, Texas Christian University Police Department Annual 

 Security and Fire Safety Report 2014, 

 tcu.igreentree.com/CSS_External/TCU_DOCS/AnnualSecurityandFireSafetyReport2014.

 pdf. 

Chief of Police, Steven G. McGee, wrote the Texas Christian University Police Department 

Annual Security and Fire Safety Report for an audience of the University departments and 

members of the University community. Steven McGee’s central argument is to create an 

informative report of the services, programs, and strategies for maintaining a safe campus. 

McGee includes the department’s four functions that are primarily focused on, including: a 

strong partnership with the community, the emergency management functions, leveraging 

security technology, and the enforcement of University regulations and federal, state, and local 

laws. The author does a good job at balancing out the different aspects within the report and 

summarizes TCU’s mission by ensuring that community members are always complying as well 

as being aware of their surrounding resources and programs. This article is an extremely useful 

source to support my questions with my interviewee Cheyenne Kidd. Focusing in on the 

prevalence of sexually violent acts and understanding the stigma of sexual assaults on college 

campuses is a major part of my interview. This resource was able to provide me with examples 

of the support and assistance opportunities for students with a variety of programs that are all 

available right on our campus to help students through this difficult time. I was also able to 

incorporate TCU’s goal of placing the needs of others ahead of their own by identifying and 

solving problems to further persuade my audience of the benefits of living on campus.   
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Molinari, Steven. “The Benefits of Living Off Campus During College.” Big Ideas Blog, 7 June 

 2014, https://blog.suny.edu/2014/06/the-benefits-of-living-off-campus-during-college/. 

 Accessed 2 March 2019.   

The author of this article, Steven Molinari, does not wait to express his central argument of the 

benefits of living off campus as an undergraduate in college. Molinari wants his audience, 

undergraduate college students, to make the right decision when deciding whether to live on or 

off campus. The author divides his article up into five subtopics: food, freedom, adult life 

experiences, bonding experiences, and alone time to better depict the benefits of living off 

campus. By separating his thesis into subtopics, he is able to direct his article to a variety of 

different people by accommodating his audience’s future needs and desires. For example, by 

including examples such as “bonding experiences” and also “alone time” he directs his evidence 

to both introverted and extroverted individuals. Molinari portrays himself to be extremely 

relatable throughout his article which builds his credibility overall. He effectively does this by 

not only stating that he was once in this current position as an undergraduate, having to decide 

his future living situation of off campus versus on campus, but also provides realistic situations 

within the subtopic of freedom from a RA and roommate. Finally, Molinari states, “Living off 

campus gives you that alone time with friends that you may not have on campus because of 

residence hall separation” which supported his subtopic of bonding experience. This opinion 

provides me with a unique belief that I can use in the future to contradict the other resources that 

support the position of undergraduates living on campus.   

Word Count 249 
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Rahimi, Sohrab. Social Interaction in Student Halls: An Architectural Perspective.  

 August 2015. The Pennsylvania State University, Master’s thesis.

 https://etda.libraries.psu.edu/files/final_submissions/11075, Accessed 24 February  

  2019, pp. 5-10.   

Sohrab Rahimi created a study in 2015 for his master’s thesis to allow his audience of his 

professors and PhD admissions, to better understand why many universities sought to keep 

students in on-campus housing as a means of facilitating social interactions among students. 

Living on campus is one of the most prominent benefits to student retention, student integration, 

increasing learning opportunities, and cultivating long term relationships among students. 

Rahimi states how the number of students enrolled in college has increased 40% (pg. 6) while 

the demand of student housing continues to increase in states like Texas and California. I am 

able to use this information to tailor it towards this timely and contended issue that reoccurs 

every year on TCU’s campus. Rahimi divides his study into different subpoints such as 

advantages of social interaction in dormitories which is very beneficial to my issue. This study is 

extremely useful to me because I am able to use this information to support how living on 

campus can increase social support and one’s feeling of security in a group. Sohrab Rahimi 

includes evidence within his study that demonstrates that these social interactions can help 

students develop college-specific values, integrate minorities, and generate a friendly and 

favorable campus atmosphere. Rahimi is also able to measure this social interaction in a 

particularly good manner by including a subpoint of a review of methods for measuring social 

interaction and a review of typological studies on residence halls.  
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Snider, Susannah. “Weigh the Pros, Cons to Living at Home in College.” U.S. News & World 

  Report, 5 August 2015, https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/paying-for-

 college/articles/2015/08/05/weigh-the-benefits-drawbacks-to-living-at-home-during-

 college. Accessed 2 March 2019.  

Susannah Snider’s article provides her audience with a better realization of on average how 

many students commute to college each year. There is an occurring stigma that commuter 

students will not gain the “whole college experience” compared to students who live on campus. 

However, Snider does understand that there are personal finance benefits to commuting. Snider 

is not blind to the understanding that these commuters will always wonder about how a more 

traditional residential college experience could have shaped their social and career path; 

however, they cannot argue with the price and amount of money they will save. Snider’s 

audience, college students and students applying to colleges, will better understand what may be 

best for them and their future after reading her article.  Snider is able to incorporate statistics as 

well as real life scenarios that construct her article to be relatable as well as credible. Snider 

includes that, “nearly one in five freshmen, on average, commuted or lived off campus in fall 

2013” (Snider 2014). The author includes specific subpoints throughout her article that consist of 

considering the school, tallying the costs of commuting, and contemplating the experience. 

Snider provides the readers with the general overview that their final housing decision is 

personal preference, but the decision may have different pros and cons for everyone. This will be 

extremely useful to me when creating my issue map. This general comparison allowed me to 
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realize that the different sides of this issue can be compared, and I can find a way to reconcile 

them, allowing me to make one issue map.      

Word Count 250 

Solby, Alison. Personal Interview. 15 April 2019. 

Interviewing Alison Solby, sophomore undergraduate at Texas Christian University, was 

extremely helpful when supporting information from other sources. Alison was chosen due to her 

proximity of TCU. Alison grew up in the Fort Worth community and only lives 10 minutes away 

from school but has chosen to live on campus both her freshman and sophomore year. 

Throughout Alison’s interview she is talking to her audience of future and current undergraduate 

students. Alison does a good job at demonstrating a relatable undergraduate perspective allowing 

her audience to connect to her and answer their questions about on campus living. In addition, 

due to her experience she is able to put the future undergraduates fears at rest whether they are 

about cost, study spots, or friendships and accomplishments. The central argument of the 

questions directed toward Alison and her position is to provide my audience with a 

counterargument that when considering all costs (rent, food, gas, water, electricity etc.) living on 

campus can be cheaper and is included in one convenient bill. In addition, I am able to support 

Loyola University’s argument as well as counter Susannah Snider with Alison’s interview.  

Finally, Alison is able to attest to TCU values of personal freedom and integrity, the dignity and 

respect of the individual, and a heritage of inclusiveness, tolerance and service providing the 

audience with a resource that demonstrates the positive behaviors within the community. She 

does this by explaining her personal experience living alongside students who already exhibit 

positive behaviors.   



	                                                                                                                                        LAST  
	

10	

Word Count 250 

 

 

Images and Video References:  

TCU Campus Picture (Slide One): 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiW3dTbi9ThAhURd6

wKHQm6D_EQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tcu.edu%2F&psig=AOvVaw2S

5mVkm3zFLeEcolm3B9fO&ust=1555486180344616   

Video Icons (Slide 4,16,18,20,22,26,38):  

https://spark.adobe.com/sp/design/video/e10d18fe-ac7c-4591-be4e-65cfdeb5cb32 

 


