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Goals: As a student who came across the country for Texas Christian University (TCU) 

knowing no one in sight, I feared the countless social interactions I would soon be having. Like 

all other college students, which I did not realize at the time, everyone is experiencing the same 

fears together. Whether that be who their roommate might be, what classes they should take, or 

most importantly, for many, where they might live. Living on campus gave me the interactions I 

found necessary when jumping into a new environment with new surroundings. TCU’s on 

campus community provided me with a bridge to minimize the jump from high school to college 

and eliminated all of my fears. I am hopeful that after future horned frogs and current 

undergraduate students watch my video, they are able to put their worries to rest and better 

understand the decision of living on campus. My goal throughout this video is to relate to my 

audience of undergraduate students and incoming freshman and provide them with the resources 

and tools necessary to fully understand why living on campus versus off campus living will be 

beneficial to their future endeavors. I am able to accomplish these goals through specific choices 

in order to obtain the exact end result for which I was hoping.   

Choices: Creating a format/genre that will reach my audience of future horned frogs and 

undergraduate students at TCU was the most difficult part of this process. When I met with 
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Professor Kelm, I had brought two potential ideas that could meet my arguments needs that were 

necessary when convincing my audience that they should live on campus during their college 

years. I proposed to Professor Kelm the idea of a video or an infographic. After talking through 

the pros and cons of each genre, I decided to go with a video as my form for my argument. When 

I think about TCU as a whole, I imagine all of the posters in the ground around campus. They are 

there to draw the attention of the campus community. Posters around campus a majority of the 

time are there to promote organizations, events on campus, and, most importantly, speakers. The 

TCU student population attends speakers on a regular basis whether for a class, Greek life event, 

or because they find themselves interested in the topic. My goal was driven from this idea of a 

speaker on campus, which got me thinking about a TED Talk Video. As I researched more, I 

began to realize that a majority of universities have videos and presenters speaking on their 

campus community life which can be found on the homepage of the university’s residence life 

page. However, when researching my audience, specifically TCU students, I realized that TCU’s 

Residence Life page has little representation of what living on campus looks like as well as the 

benefits that come with it. This limited representation sparked my interest of making a video 

where all students, whether they attend TCU currently or are incoming horned frogs, would be 

able to attain access to this video. This video could be found on the TCU Student Affairs’ 

Residence Life homepage.   

After deciding the platform, I then needed to select an app to edit and arrange my video 

clips on. I decided on Adobe Spark after our guest speaker, Professor Whitney James, came to 

class and informed us on this app. For a first-time video maker, Adobe Spark is easily accessible 

and provides me with the tools to create voice overs, short and long clips, and incorporate music. 

The first part of my video is an image of TCU’s campus with a header encouraging 
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undergraduate students to continue watching this video. When deciding where to start in my 

video, I wanted to depict TCU as a whole and reflect what a community truly looks like, which is 

why I chose to begin filming in The Commons. The Commons are a spot that is surrounded by 

all year’s residence halls. The community members often find themselves spending most of their 

free time in this location, which led me to believe it would be the perfect spot to open my video 

with an entry. I chose to wear a TCU shirt instead of something formal to not only demonstrate 

school pride but also depict myself as relatable to my audience. As I continued to talk to my 

audience, I found myself using more informal language as well as personal stories to not only 

build my ethos but also represent myself as applicable to my audience. Expressing to my 

audience who I am at the beginning of my video will not only show them that I have been in 

their shoes but also that they can trust my evidence I will be using to support my claim.  

The next portion of my video is an interview session with an undergraduate student 

named Alison Solby. I used the “split page” option that Adobe Spark has to offer as a transition 

in to my interview with Alison Solby as well as my second interview. I chose emoji icons to 

represent what the audience can expect to see in the next portion of the video. Icons are a great 

way to help achieve my goal of relating to my audience due to the prevalence in emoji use now a 

days. I filmed my interview with Alison in the Zeta Tau Alpha house to represent the Worth 

Hills section as well as her home on campus. This location is able to provide my audience with a 

visual that they might not even get to view on a campus tour.  I decided to ask Alison if she 

would be a part of my video because of her position on this argument. Alison is a student from 

the Fort Worth area, which is the main reason I sought to incorporate her. Incorporating Alison is 

also representing the counterargument that commuting from home is more cost effective then 

living on campus. Alison is a great use to my audience as they can relate themselves to a fellow 
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student who may be in the same position as them. She is a prime example to represent proximity 

as the key factor for getting the students along with school values. 

As I move to the next section of my video, I chose to film the campus residence halls as 

well as facilities as I am representing myself as a voice over. I chose to incorporate these stylistic 

ideas because I felt that showing my audience the campus will allow them to fully connect and 

understand the true feeling of living off campus. In addition, recording the facilities will 

represent the ideal proximity of living on campus and truly how convenient it is. This choice will 

also help support my claim of how important it is for students to develop a sense of community 

in order to cope with their new surroundings and succeed in their education and the students’ 

future as a whole. Throughout this portion of the video I chose to include a voice over when 

filming the variety of different residence and dining halls. I selected to apply a voice over due to 

my desire to use all the amenities that Adobe Spark has to offer. In addition, it is a great way to 

apply a new application, accomplishing my goal of keeping my audience attentive to the video. I 

sectioned the Residence Halls of TCU separate from the Worth Hills clip as well as the Dining 

Hall with a different “split screen” transition to better represent the parts of campus. The last 

thing I wanted to do is confuse my audience or overwhelm them, so separating the clips helps 

achieve my goal of presenting them with a clear and efficient representation of the on-campus 

facilities.  

The next important decision I had to make was my second interviewee, who happened to 

be my coworker, Cheyenne Kidd. Cheyenne Kidd is a senior undergraduate student at TCU who 

has lived on campus all four years. I decided to ask Cheyenne to be a part of my video due to her 

position in this community as a desk assistant. I believed my interview with Cheyenne would be 

a great way to incorporate safety into my video as well as to support my final goal of expressing 
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to my audience why living on campus has a surplus of benefits. My interview with Cheyenne 

allowed me to include a few clips on safety and security that TCU has to offer. I decided to film 

these clips next to an on-campus emergency blue light to support my evidence with a visual 

representation for my audience. This choice overall is able to build by ethos clearly representing 

the safety components TCU has to offer. Before beginning my interview with Cheyenne, I 

included another transition slide with the same “split screen” provided by Adobe Spark to 

continue the pattern and to represent my two sources equally. This transition also is able to 

inform students with background knowledge of Cheyenne as well as where we are filming. I 

decided to film Cheyenne’s interview inside Sherley Hall because not only is it providing the 

students with a different setting than Alison’s interview, but it is also where Cheyenne works. 

Sherley hall helps my audience visualize the inside of a freshman on-campus residence hall 

supporting my argument of on-campus living. Cheyenne is also a great way to incorporate why 

living on campus allows her to feel safe and comfortable enough to walk home from her 12am-

3am shifts each week. In addition, her position of graduating in just 3 short weeks will allow me 

to ask her questions about her preparation of what she will be doing after college and if living on 

campus all four years benefited her future accomplishments. Incorporating Cheyenne into my 

video will allow me to have a personable and relatable source that can further support my 

evidence that my references state.   

The final portion of my video is my Wrap-up and my References. A wrap-up is necessary 

to thank my interviewees for being a part of my video as well as my last opportunity to persuade 

my audience that living on campus will be extremely beneficial for their future. I kept the same 

“split slide” transition for both the Wrap-up and the References to keep the video fluent and 

cohesive. I included my references at the end to show my audience the sources that have already 
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written about my topic, thus connecting them to my own argument as well as building my ethos 

at the same time. I ended with a purple References slide to not only portray school spirit but also 

to continue the cohesive aesthetic that I created at the beginning of my video with my purple 

boarders. All of my previous choices and selections will work together to accomplish my goal of 

not only portraying myself as relatable but also providing them with the tools necessary to make 

the decision to live on campus.  

Process: I ended up pursuing this plan as opposed to others I previously came up with 

because I was able to incorporate my interviews, images as well as videos and voice recordings 

and depict myself as relatable clearly and efficiently. I was allowed to accomplish my goals in 

ways that other choices would not have because of all of the specific aspects I was hoping I 

could incorporate. In addition, I also wanted to find a way to reach both undergraduate students 

as well future horned frogs that are not yet on campus. Creating a video was able to help me 

achieve my argument in an entertaining and social way. To begin with, I thought about creating 

an infographic to display my argument, but figuring out a way to incorporate my interviews, was 

very difficult which is a very important deciding factor within my video. Also, it is not able to 

demonstrate my interviewees as well as myself in a relatable way which is important to me when 

supporting my references as well as considering my audience. An infographic would not be 

enough space to include my information to represent my topic to its full potential. However, it 

was a great starting point for me when considering my audience and then best way to reach them. 

Adobe spark, the app I used to create this video, was the foundation to accomplish my goals as 

well as the TCU campus community and buildings. Finally, Cheyenne Kidd and Allison Solby, 

my two interviewees, permitted the video to come full circle and fully represent my goal of why 
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living on campus will further your future endeavors and relationships rather than living off 

campus.  

 

 


